
.Selective cyclization …
… of aminocyclopropanes on either the N1 or C3 positions of the indole ring is described
by J. Waser and co-workers in their Communication on page 5767 ff. This methodology
was used in the synthesis of the Apocynaceae alkaloids. A copper(I) catalyst gave access
to the core of aspidospermidine, and a Brønsted acid was used in the total synthesis of
goniomitine, which demonstrated significant cytotoxicity against tumor cell lines (IC50 =

150–400 nm).
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Selective cyclization of aminocyclopropanes on either the N1 or C3 positions of the
indole ring is described by J. Waser and co-workers in their Communication on
page 5767 ff. This methodology was used in the synthesis of the Apocynaceae
alkaloids. A copper(I) catalyst gave access to the core of aspidospermidine, and a
Brønsted acid was used in the total synthesis of goniomitine, which demonstrated
significant cytotoxicity against tumor cell lines (IC50¼ 150–400 nm).
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